Program Assessment Plan, 2011-2016

Department/Program: Journalism

Option: Bachelor of Arts
	Assessment Activity – Focus on signature assignments in both gateway and capstone courses as measures of Program Learning Objectives.
	 Time Period
	Direct Measures

Describe student work to be used to provide evidence for outcome


	Indirect Measures

Describe instrument: survey, interview
	Where will evidence be gathered? 

Course name, internship, etc
	What results would indicate success or failure?
Expected level of achievement?
	Status

	Application of a “normed” rubric to evaluate and analyze a signature assignment in JOUR 210, the intermediate news writing and reporting class, which is the gateway course taken by all majors and minors. (Project part of the AALC’s pilot, Simplifying Assessment Across the University.
Key program Student Learning Objectives (SLO): 
1 and 2 (see Page 4).
Ad Hoc Strategic Planning Committee begins work on vision and values for department’s future focus.
	Fall 2010 – Summer 2011
	Court Beat Story, which is an embedded assignment produced by students in all sections of the course.
	NA
	JOUR 210,

Writing, Reporting and Ethics II
	Majority of students would score at or above average for grammar and punctuation rules, story organization and news values judgment

	In progress

	Report results of assessment analysis of JOUR 210 Court Beat Story embedded assignment.
In Fall, identify and develop signature assignment processes for “capstone” course/s. In Spring, administer the capstone assignment, and collect and evaluate the results, using a standardized rubric.
Key program SLOs: 5 and 6 (See Page 4).

Report the results in the annual assessment analysis/evaluation form.


	YEAR 1

Fall 2011-Spring 2012
	Assignment produced in multimedia formats, including print, online, audio, video, photo, social media, multilingual.
	
	JOUR 397B/460

JOUR 395B/445

JOUR 450/455

JOUR 398B/440

JOUR 474SLJ
	Majority of students would produce professional quality journalism in diverse industry-standard formats
	In progress

	Evaluate both the “gateway” and “capstone” assessment outcomes as described in YEAR 1, and use the results to determine what changes (assignment, course, program) might be necessary;

Communicate these results to the Department curriculum and strategic planning committees so findings can start to be incorporated into course modifications or new course proposals.

Prepare for spring assessment of SLOs 3 and 4.

Administer in intermediate courses, using an appropriate standardized rubrics to reflect the diverse emphases practiced by students. 
Report the results in the annual assessment analysis/evaluation form.
   
	YEAR 2

Fall 2012-Spring 2013
	Signature assignment that is comparable across the various emphases taught in the major and minor. This might be a “feature” as defined in the appropriate journalistic format.
	NA
	JOUR 310

JOUR 315

JOUR 341

JOUR 350
	Majority of students would score at or above average in exercising news judgment in an ethical manner
	

	Evaluate both fall and spring assessment outcomes, as described in YEAR 2, and use the results to determine what changes (assignment, course, program) might be necessary;

Design and implement the next phase of assessment incorporating those changes; collect the results and prepare for spring assessment of revamped Internships. Key program SLO: 5 (See Page 4).
Administer direct, imbedded assessment tool and collect the results, using a standardized rubric;

Report the results in the annual assessment analysis/evaluation form.


	YEAR 3

Fall 2013-Spring 2014
	NA
	Employer site/supervisor

evaluations of interns

Alumni survey using online resources
	JOUR 494A-C

Department alumni database and

Journalism Alumni Association resources
	Majority of students would perform at or above average in the workplace

Acceptable response in sampling, based on total number of graduates.
	

	Evaluate both fall and spring assessment outcomes, as described in YEAR 3, and use the results to determine what changes (assignment, course, program) might be necessary;

Design and implement the next phase of assessment incorporating those changes.
Key program SLOs: 1-6 (See Page 4)
Collect the results and prepare for spring assessment.
	YEAR 4

Fall 2014-Spring 2015
	Culminating senior multimedia project/portfolio
	NA
	JOUR 498 senior tutorials and/or
JOUR 495 special topics
	Majority of graduating seniors would complete project keyed to concentration, such as print, online, broadcast, public relations, Spanish-language publication.
	

	Evaluate both fall and spring assessment outcomes, as described in YEAR 4, and use the results to determine what changes (assignment, course, program) might be necessary as department begins designing the next Five-Year Assessment Plan process.
Design and implement the next phase of assessment incorporating any changes. Collect the results and prepare for spring assessment.
Report the results in the annual assessment analysis/evaluation form. 
	YEAR 5

Fall 2015-Spring 2016

	
	
	
	
	


Current Program Student Learning Objectives/Expected Outcomes
1. Attain competency in writing basics such as grammar and punctuation, word usage and spelling, sentence and story structure and journalistic style

2. Attain competency in the gathering and critical analysis of information using such techniques as interviewing, observation and researching primary and secondary sources.

3. Acquire expertise in thinking critically and creatively, while exercising news judgment, the organization and presentation of information in multiple journalistic forms (i.e., print, visual and electronic, and public relations).

4. Develop an ethical basis for making journalistic and public relations decisions; Develop flexibility in working in evolving mass communication media and environments using a variety of technologies and techniques

5. Understand the historical, theoretical, legal and societal contexts within which journalists and public relations practitioners work.

Curriculum Alignment: Resources for Assessment

Which courses or activities provide student learning opportunities for the program learning outcome?
Specify whether the material is (I) introduced, (D) developed or (M) mastered.
	Department/Program Courses
	PLO 1
	PLO 2
	PLO 3
	PLO 4
	PLO 5
	PLO 6

	JOUR 210
	D
	D
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	JOUR 310
	
	
	D
	M
	
	

	JOUR 315
	
	
	D
	D
	
	

	JOUR 341
	
	
	D
	D
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	JOUR 397B/JOUR 460
	
	
	
	
	M/I
	–/I

	JOUR 395B/JOUR 445
	
	
	
	
	M/–
	–/–

	JOUR 450/JOUR 455
	
	
	
	
	D/D
	D/M

	JOUR 398B/JOUR 440
	
	
	
	
	M/I
	–/I

	JOUR 474 SLJ
	
	
	
	
	–
	–


	Other activities or indirect measures
	PLO 1
	PLO 2
	PLO 3
	PLO 4
	PLO 5
	PLO 6
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